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“Salvation Lessons from Serious Sin”      Text – John 7:52-8:12       OT Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

We come to a part of John’s Gospel that describes Jesus dealing with serious sin.  
Before we discuss this any further, however, we need to consider the fact that this passage of John’s Gospel get’s some special treatment in our Bibles.  In your ESV Bibles, you will see that v53 begins with double square brackets and v11 ends with double square brackets.  And for those of you still using NIV Bibles, there is a horizontal line above the passage and a horizontal line below the passage.   And in both Bibles, there is a note before the passage that says something like, “The earliest manuscripts do not include 7:53-8:11.”  Now, obviously, we do not have the original Gospel that John wrote; we only have copies of His original manuscript.  What you need to know though is that the reference to the earliest manuscripts is a reference to three manuscripts.  There are three manuscripts that are believed to be the oldest or earliest manuscripts, and because this passage is not found in those three manuscripts, we have this note and the brackets.  The assumption being made, though, is that older automatically means most accurate.  And there is some debate about that assumption.  But we are not going to go into that debate today.  There are also lots of other points of debate about whether or not this passage was part of John’s original Gospel.  But we are not going to go into those debates either.  I want to try and keep this as simple as possible.  
· There are 450 Greek manuscripts that do contain this passage!  So that’s 3 that do not and 450 that do.  
· And you have the passage there in your Bibles; it has been a part of English Bibles ever since there have been English Bibles.  
· In addition, the Westminster Confession of Faith says of the Bible that God, “by His unique care and providence,” has kept it pure “in all ages.”  
So there are many good reasons why you can be confident that what you see on the page in front of you is the Word of God.
Well, as I said, in this part of John’s Gospel, Jesus deals with serious sin.  And we want to see how sin exposes our need for God’s grace in the Lord Jesus.  We are also going to see that a number of issues arise from this passage.  One example is the idea that because Jesus does not condemn this adulterous woman, we too should not judge people.  And we have probably all heard the idea that we should not judge others expressed as a general principle, but I have heard professing Christians on talkback radio, for example, refer to this passage as why we should not judge others.  So we will consider this and other issues as well.  And we will do this as we first consider Jesus’ interaction with the Scribes and Pharisees and then His interaction with the Woman.

I. So first of all, let’s look at Jesus’ interaction with the Scribes and Pharisees.
A. And we begin with a summary of the events of vv1-9a:

1. The passage opens by telling us that everyone else went back to their houses, while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives, which was beside the city of Jerusalem.  But the next day Jesus returned to the Temple and began teaching again.  
a. And the reference to His teaching takes us back to vv14-15 of ch.7, which is where Jesus began teaching and we read that the people marvelled at His teaching.  And this was because His teaching was so unlike the teaching of their usual public Bible teachers – the Rabbis.   So this passage will be an example or an illustration of how Jesus teaches.  
b. In addition, if you look at vv19-24 of ch.7, you will remember that Jesus was criticizing the people for misusing the law.  And He called on them to “judge with right judgment,” as it says in v24.  So this passage will also be an example of Jesus demonstrating and teaching ‘right judgment.’  
2. Well, the next thing we read is that the Scribes and Pharisees (S&P) bring to Jesus an adulterous woman.  And this is not a “he says; she says,” kind of situation but an absolutely clear cut case, because we are told that she had been “caught in the act of adultery.”  So the S&P place her in the centre of Jesus and the people He is teaching, and in v5 they state that the law requires such a woman be stoned to death and they ask Jesus what He has to say about this.  
3. And then in v6, we are given an insight as to their motives – they are testing Jesus because they want to find a charge that they can bring against Him.  In their minds, He will surely say something against the law of God or against the law of Rome, and either way, they will have Him!  
4. Next we read about Jesus bending down and writing with His finger on the ground, and then saying, “Let Him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.”  He then continues to write on the ground, and eventually, the S&P, one by one, beginning with the older ones, turn around and leave. 

B. So, what are we to make of this account?  Why does Jesus appear to ‘let this woman off the hook,’ with what seems to be a clear cut case of adultery?  Is Jesus ignoring or undoing the law here?  And why does He write on the ground?  And how are we to understand His response; is He saying that you have to be perfect yourself before you can judge others?  

1. Well, the title of this sermon is: Salvation lessons from a serious sin.  And I introduced this sermon by saying that this part of John’s Gospel describes Jesus dealing with serious sin.  But while you may be assuming that I am referring to the woman and her adultery, the serious sin that is most in focus in this episode is that of the S&P and their hypocrisy.  Let me explain:
a. The seventh Commandment says, “You shall not commit adultery.”  That is God’s moral and abiding law for all time and all people.  And as applied to the nation of Israel in OT times, we read this about adultery in Deut. 22:22 and Lev. 20:10, “If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbour, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”  So in Israel, the adulterer and the adulteress were to be executed.  Remembering then that they caught this woman in the act of adultery, what is the first problem with the ‘case’ that the S&P have put before Jesus?  Where is the man?  According to the law, both of them were to be executed.
(1). Now the absence of the man could be because this was a S&P setup; that the S&P had supplied the man, so that they could catch this woman and use her to trap Jesus.  But it is also possible that this was not a setup but the sexist view that treats men and woman differently when it comes to sexual sin.  Whatever the case, if the law was really their concern, they should have bought the man also. 
b. But there is more to their hypocrisy in terms of the law.  Deut. 25:1 stipulates that crimes were to be investigated by the Judges.  The S&P, though, have brought her to Jesus.  Why?  Because their interest is not justice but trapping Jesus.
c. In addition, Ezekiel 3:21 says, “If you warn the righteous person not to sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live, because he took warning.”  This couple were caught in the act, which means that the witnesses had opportunity to warn them not to sin.  But again, they were not interested in preventing sin; they wanted to use this woman so that they could trap Jesus.   
d. Exodus 23:1-3 also says, “You shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as to pervert justice.”  Being a witness in a matter was supposed to be a weighty and serious business, because the honour of God and His law and the well-being of others was at stake.  But what you have here is a crowd of S&Ps, and all of them literally rubbing their hands with glee, because they have got this woman who they can use to trap Jesus.  That means then that these S&Ps are acting as false or malicious witnesses because they have set this woman up or at the very least are using her for their own evil purposes.  And you may remember from last Sunday afternoon, in connection with the 9th Commandment, that a malicious witness would receive the penalty he was seeking for the person he was accusing if his malicious intent was proven.
e. And finally, Deut. 17:7 says that the witnesses of a capital crime had to throw the first stone at the guilty person’s execution.
2. So, we read that Jesus wrote on the ground, and then said, “Let Him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her,” and then wrote on the ground again.  And then the S&Ps, “when they heard it, went away one by one, beginning with the oldest.”  Well, it cannot be that the S&P left just because of what Jesus said.  What Jesus said, by itself, would make all justice impossible, because no one is perfect.   It has to be that what He said together with what He wrote on the ground is what caused them to leave.  And I cannot definitively tell you that what Jesus wrote on the ground were the exact Bible verses I just told you about, because the text does not explicitly state what He wrote down.  But because Jesus recently rebuked the crowd for misusing the law, I believe that He is doing the same thing here in relation to the S&P – He is revealing their misuse of God’s law by writing down the fullness of the law of God in relation to this whole situation.  And as He did that, He exposed their hypocrisy, as malicious witnesses.  What He then says makes it perfectly clear that if any of them picked up a stone to stone this woman, they would deserve to be stoned themselves!   So, having thought that they were onto a legal ‘winner,’ just a few moments ago, the S&P now see that they can only ‘lose,’ big-time!  And so, the older ones set an example for the younger ones by turning around and leaving.  
3. And yet, congregation, what has unfolded here is ultimately not about winning or losing a legal argument.  You see, Jesus is teaching glorious Gospel truth here!  The S&P brought to Jesus a woman who was guilty of sin.  We can picture them pointing at her and saying, Sinner!  The implication being, of course, that they, the S&P, were not sinners; she was the sinner and she deserved punishment!  And Jesus’ response was not to say that the woman was blameless, but that the S&P were also guilty sinners.  Do you see that?  He didn’t let her off; He demonstrated that they were guilty too.  And this is the important salvation truth – according to the law we are all guilty sinners who deserve condemnation!  (We saw that in our earlier responsive reading about the law as a teacher of sin.)  We find that very clearly stated in Romans 3:20, “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.”  All that the law can do is reveal our sin and guilt.  So what Jesus was teaching the S&P and us today is that we need something beyond the law for salvation.  We need the gospel.  We need Jesus as our Saviour!  It is why the New Testament was needed!  The Gospel is made plain in the NT – Jesus!
II. And this is what comes out as we turn our attention now to Jesus’ interaction with the Woman.
A. And again, a quick summary of these verses:

1. A few moments ago there was a crowd of S&P literally or figuratively pointing at this woman and describing her sin to Jesus and the people.  What an utter humiliation this must have been for her.  But now, at the end of v9, we read that Jesus “was left alone with the woman standing before Him.”  What a contrast!  Where there was undoubtedly a lot of jeering and hissing, there is now silence.  Where there were undoubtedly lots of eyes full of disgust and loathing, there are the now just the kind and gentle eyes of Jesus.  And He said to her, “"Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?"  She said, "No one, Lord."  And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more."”
B. Now, as I said a moment ago, Jesus was not letting this woman off or abolishing the law.  A very important principle of Bible translation is that we interpret the unclear with the clear.  So even if we allow that this passage might be somehow unclear about Jesus and the law, Jesus was crystal clear in Matthew 5:17 when He said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”  So Jesus was not suggesting here that adultery was no longer a sin or that this woman was blameless.  Look at His closing words to her, “Go, and from now on sin no more.”  She had committed the sin of adultery and she was not to do that again.
C. What we do know from elsewhere in the Gospels is that Jesus had the power to forgive sins, because He is God.  This was a unique time in salvation history.  Jesus was revealing Himself as the Saviour but He had not yet gone to the cross.  So we may understand that what Jesus did here was to forgive her sins knowing that soon He would go to the cross to bear the punishment for her sins, and that then she would believe and be saved and receive eternal life.
D. And that is the other glorious gospel truthes in this passage.  The law reveals our sin and guilt.  This woman had committed adultery and God cannot ignore sin; sin must be punished.  And it is the same for you and me; our lust and our lies and our laziness and all our other sins must be punished.  We deserve eternal condemnation.  But the good news of the gospel is Jesus!  The good news of the gospel is that God can punish sin and forgive through Jesus.
1. 2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that God made Jesus, who had never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God.  God said, I will punish my Son, so that I can forgive you and give you His perfection!  
2. What we must do is to believe that what Jesus did on the cross, He did for me.  
3. Oh how I hope that you have believed this already or that you will choose to believe this today!   
Well, just by way of conclusion, I hope you see that the idea that this episode teaches us that we are not to judge others is completely wrong.  In fact, it is utter foolishness!  If it were true there could be no laws and no right or wrong.  What Jesus is saying here is make a right judgment.  Do not be a hypocrite.  Extend the same grace to others that you would like to be shown.  
And congregation, while Jesus’ dealings with this woman are a beautiful picture of His gentleness and grace, let no one ignore Jesus’ last words to her, which were “go, and from now on, sin no more.”  Those who have experienced God’s grace in Jesus Christ must and will change.  Those in whom the Spirit of Christ dwells will be hungry to do what is good and right and they will hate all that is evil and wrong.  Does that describe you?  Are you striving for holiness, as Hebrews 12:14 puts it?  May it be so.  Amen. 
Amen.

